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MAR 2019 VOL2oNe3 SETTING THE BENCHMARK FOR HIGH-END TRAVELLERS

NEW BREED OF SMALL
e INDEPENDENT HOTELS.
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— b O bigh-end trend lowands
aged hotels, this month, we

a0 in seach of Lomdkm's now broed of
small properties. Is fact, the idea really
started with Tim and Kit Kesmp's Frmdale
Hiotels back in 1985, which enniched hith-
eno wexpkeed aress of london with 2
cdhager of exgasite boutique properties,
starting with the Dosset Square Hoted and
gradally expanding the comcept ower the
years & The Covest Carden Hetel, Ham
Yard Scho Hoted 2ad 50 on. Loadon off-
ers 2 plefhon of éenct naghboarhoads,
and in this issee, we lock at independent
hotels m (helsea, Bloomsbury and May.
fair; &l of which offer iotaly different ex-

penences of the Gpatal

L' Oscar. Boomsbary.

Owned by the fledging Trangle Hoteds
& Resoets, which is, appasestly, an Inter-
naticeal consortius, L'Oscar s the Set
hoted in what is mtended 10 hecome an
hoted beand.

At peesent, it & il Anding its feet, but
the had peodect. designed by laogues Car.
ca, & 2 splendd whute to the bohems-
an, free-funking Bloomshary Ceoup of the
carly Jth Century, that inchaded the likes
of Viogesa Woolf and EM Foester; with
Oscar Wikle having dose ties 0 2 o
ber of s members. So, akhough the hotd
is named for Wilde, it & really more of 2 Tiw cxtraurdmery cgar dervace, cxerwd by & cxctom ouade tree siptars, of [Dcer
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HE COMPLETE REDESIGN of the suites at the authentically renovated Art
T Nouveau gem, Four Seasons Hotel Gresham Palace, Budapest,
hach overlooks the Danube, is finally finished and the result is even bet-
ter than [ expected (see nght, Budz Castle Presidential Suite, #305).
mmwmmnmeﬁgmluﬂpmin .
Kyoto, so you will be pleased to hear that Aman Kyoto is finally 8
54 o open on lst November this year. Set in three two-storey buldings,
with traditional onsen baths, the interior look is very much in keeping
with Aman's other Japanese peoperties,
ummmmmmammceoqevm
The Peninsula Paris, has just opened a very different Parisian hos-
pltaley concept. Set in the city's posh 16th arrcodissemest, which is home
to the Bois de Boulogne, Maison Montespan is a small private residence
with a palace-hotel attitude. With just five guestrooms, served by Baptiste,
the house butles, this residential abode also has a heated moftop termace,
a spacious dinizg room and even a heated indoor pool and gym (see right).
If you are interested in accessing the Maison’s unusually private website
at muisgoamontespan.com just email me for the passwosd. Yes, it is that discreet!
Y ¥ Eon's BiG LD, Rosewood is set to renovate and manage the ioonic Kona Village, which closed in
() 2011 after the tsunami. The resort is scheduled to reopen in 2022, with 15 rooms and suites.
X PRISIDENT OF Foua srasons, and now President of Bquinox Hotels, Chrs Norton, announced that Bquinox
Hotel New York, at Hudson Yards, the first hotel in the group, will open this coming June. Frankly, after
ing the video on the hotel website, which features model, Naomi Campbell, 1 was speechless. This is eas-
ily the most disturbing and irrelevant hotel video [ have ever seen. Decide for yourself at equinox-hotels com
T M EXG HOTEL CHAINS CONTINUE TO SWALLOW THE mMpovows; the litest being IaterCoatinental Hotels Group,
which just bought Six Senses Hotels, Resorts, Spas from Pegasus Capital, for 2 reputed $300) milicn.
Warch out for their Costa Rica rescet, which is currently under development and is owned by Canyon Bquity
(Amangiri). It is rumoured that this could become the group's new flagship, with rates to match.
\ ¥Y ON 99 ACHES OF ORGANIC FARMLAND AND VINEYARDS, between Rome and Florence, the §-suite, 12th Century
Castello di Vicarello in Tuscany is the antithesis of a chain hotel. Owned since the 1970s by Aurora and
Carlo Baccheschi Bentl, the suite to go for is the newly renovated 2-stocey Villa Chiesina, which has its own wine
cellar and overiooks one of the hotel’s two ostdoor pools. castellodivicarello com
F RON THIS MoxTH, we lave changed our Mailing House, so hopefully, you will receive The Gallivaster's
Guide a litle soone, although judging by the numerous problems that postal services are facing through-
out the world, I am still keeping my fingers crossed. Do let me know how it works out!
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